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[image: image1.wmf]This year’s special topic of discovery for the GT students first semester will be chemistry.  The Big Ideas we will be focusing on are defining matter and learning about the basic building blocks of matter.  Each week the students will focus on one family of elements.  We will be taking a look at water as a fuel source, the importance of calcium in bones and fluoride in toothpaste.  We will copper plate some nails, determine the pH of substances, and extract the iron out of fortified cereal.  Please take a look at my website www.cogitating.org and visit the chemistry section.  There you will find video footage, pictures, and projects about what is happening in the Academy.  I have also linked copies of the student’s homework assignments on the website for your convenience.
[image: image2.wmf]During the first quarter I will be meeting with the first grade classrooms at Lena on Monday and Wednesday mornings and at West Park on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday afternoons to administer some creativity assessments.  First grade students who have already qualified for GT services will start visiting my classroom during second quarter.

[image: image3.wmf]Please take a look at the tab labeled “Schedule” to see what days and times your child will be meeting at the Academy.
Parent letters, student projects, and competition information will be available on the Academy website at www.cogitating.org.  

You can get a hold of me best by e-mailing me at stelckl@msd281.org
You can also call Lena at 882-2612  ext. 4460 

or West Park at 882-2714.

I am looking forward to working with you and your child this year.

